19TH UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS (UNILAG) ANNUAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE AND FAIR: COMMUNIQUÉ
Theme: “Sustainable Frontiers: Integrating Systems for Food Security, Health, Housing, and Humanity to Combat Global Challenges”

Date: 14-16 October 2026

Venue: Jelili Adebisi Omotola (Multipurpose) Hall, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos

Day One: 
Opening, Keynote and Plenary 1
The conference brought together researchers, postgraduate students, industry practitioners and policymakers to share findings, showcase innovations and explore research-led responses to contemporary challenges. Professor Joseph B. Minari, Chairman of the Planning Committee, gave the welcome speech, and Professor Matthew O. Ilori, DVC (Academic and Research), gave the welcome address. Professor Muyiwa Falaiye, DVC (Management Services), representing Vice-Chancellor Professor Folasade Ogunsola, declared the conference open.
Keynote: Mr Abiodun Olufemi Adesanya of Degeconek Nigeria Ltd spoke on balancing oil and gas development with sustainability, energy security and the global energy transition. He advocated a dual-track approach: using domestic oil and gas pragmatically to meet immediate electricity needs while expanding renewables and reducing emissions. Noting grid capacity of 4.02 GW and continued reliance on private generators, he identified nearby Dahomey Basin gas as a potential supply for Lagos power plants. He urged UNILAG geoscientists to lead local initiatives, including a lagoon pilot project for a climate-resilient campus. Existing efforts include solar streetlights donated by the Energy Club, electric campus buses with solar charging, and Professor Peter Olabisi Oluseyi’s rooftop-solar proposal. Proposed actions were a campus energy audit, a microgrid for laboratories and computing facilities, and a feasibility study of floating lagoon solar.
Plenary 1: Dr Akinade Akanmu Ogunbiyi, Chairman of Mutual Benefits Group, presented insurance as a tool for sustainable development, since it pools risk and supports recovery after disasters. He linked wider coverage to financial inclusion and SDG Target 8.10.

Academia-Industry Forum 

Professor Sunday A. Adebisi led the Academia-Industry Forum, promoting the practical application and commercialisation of research. 
The programme also included a research launch, awards and a closing ceremony. Parallel sessions covered AI and clean technology; biotechnology and genomics; cultural heritage and humanities; leadership and policy; public health and drug discovery; smart cities and environmental resilience; social policy and human security; and transformative education. There were 193 posters and 289 oral presentations, with over 650 registered participants.

Day Two: Plenary
Professor Nick Vaughan-Williams, representing Professor Adam Tickell, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Birmingham, spoke on universities and sustainable, inclusive societies. He urged universities to demonstrate tangible community benefit, defend trusted scholarship against misinformation, combine STEM and humanities ethically, and pursue responsible innovation beyond commercialisation. He said African researchers should be recognised as innovation leaders and cited the UNILAG-Birmingham partnership as a model of trust and reciprocal exchange. Research, he added, should address health, food, housing and wellbeing holistically, in collaboration with industry, government and communities.

Day Three: Plenary and PhD Colloquium
Professor Nazmat Toyin Surajudeen-Bakinde, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Science, Engineering and Technology, The Gambia, delivered the plenary. Professor Abraham Osinubi, Dean of the School of Postgraduate Studies, led the PhD Colloquium and Open-Mic Discussion, “Beyond Thesis: Transforming Research Output into Wealth Creation.” He urged moving postgraduate research beyond publications into products, services, technologies, entrepreneurship and socioeconomic development.

Key Outcomes
The thematic priorities, which are not formal resolutions, were interdisciplinary research on food security, health, housing and human development; practical, socially relevant solutions; stronger university-industry collaboration; postgraduate entrepreneurship; sustained presentations, fairs and colloquia; and research on national and global sustainability challenges. The event reinforced the need for sustained collaboration among researchers, universities, industry, government and communities.
Professor S. A. Okunuga, Director, RMO Office, University of Lagos 
Issued at the University of Lagos on Friday, October 16, 2026
